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Abstract

This paper describes embodiment and cognitive extension as examples of strong anticipation as defined by Dubois. Clark and Chalmer formulated a thesis which states that parts of the environment, if coupled successfully, can become part of the extended mind. This coupling, be it deliberate or unintentional, shifts the observer-world boundary outwards when the observer encompasses parts of his environment. However, uncoupled parts of the observer must remain inviolate in order to preserve the boundary. Neither the extended mind nor the core observer are absolute concepts. Depending on whether we focus on local-scale interactions or on large-scale behaviour, boundaries are formed at different interfacial cuts, which lead to either an endo- or an exo-perspective or endo- or exo-anticipation, respectively.  Explaining the world in terms of effective causality is not sufficient to account for extended minds. The latter requires explanations in terms of final causation.
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